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Deo Vindice 

 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause for which 

we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldier's good name, 

the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 

which he loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious and which 

you also cherish." 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
February 5, 2013 

 

Six members of the Tippah Tigers attended the Memphis City Parks Council (save forest Park) meeting today. We 

had the great pleasure of meeting H K Edgerton. 

 

 
 

Newest member, Ronnie Gaillard, was presented his 

credentials and welcomed by Tippah Tiger Bill Adair 

(L) and commander Marty Hubbard (R). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mr. Tommy Pegram, a native of Ripley, retired 

attorney, retired FBI agent and currently residing in 

Memphis, was the guest speaker at the Tippah Tigers 

camp meeting February 7. Mr Pegram spoke on 

“Tippah County Ancestors in the War” focusing on 

Col. W. C. Falkner, William G. Pegram and the 

Tippah County area. Pictured with Mr. Pegram is 

Tippah Tigers Commander Marty Hubbard (L) and 

Tippah Tigers Adjutant Mike Mauldin (R). 

 

 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
 

Mississippi had the second largest contingent of 

Confederate troops at the Battle of Shiloh yet we are 

one of only 1 or 2 states that had troops there that has 

no monument in the park. In an effort to place a 

Mississippi monument at Shiloh, a fund raising effort 

is currently underway and the Tippah Tigers SCV 

Camp is participating. Mr. Kimble Johnson, 

Chairman of the Mississippi Veterans Monument 

Commission, updated the camp on plans for the 

monument and the status of the fund raising 

campaign.  

 

 
 

Tippah Tigers SCV Camp met at their new home, the 

Ripley VFW Post on HWY 4 East, March 7.  Bobby 

Christopher of Saltillo presented a program on “The      

 

American Civil War Soldier”.  The sacrifices and 

deprivations of the common soldier had to endure are 

truly amazing.  Pictured L-R are Tippah Tigers  

Commander Marty Hubbard, Bobby Christopher and 

1st Lieutenant Commander Bill Baker. 

 

 
 

The Tippah Tigers welcomed our newest member, 

John Daniel, and presented his membership 

credentials at the camp meeting March 7.  Pictured L-

R are Tippah Tigers 2nd Lieutenant Commander 

Larry Lamberth, 1st Lieutenant Commander Bill 

Baker and John Daniel. 

 

 
 

Tippah Tigers Commander Marty Hubbard (L) 

presented Michael Bennett a certificate for perfect 

attendance at all 2012 camp meetings. 

 

 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
Tippah Tigers attended the 2

nd
 Brigade Meeting. March 25

th
, 2013 Brice’s Crossroads Museum  

 

2013 Heritage Rally March 16, 2013 Biloxi Mississippi  
 

 

Parade March along Hwy 90 

 

 
868 Member Steve Rutherford 

 
          868 Member Steve Rutherford and Bill Latham 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 
 

 
 

SCV Commander-In-Chief R. Michael Givens 

address the audience 

 

 
Bill Latham and R. Michael Givens  

 

 

 

 
Bill Latham and Executive Director of Beauvoir, Bert 

Hayes-Davis the great, great grandson of President 

Jefferson Davis 

  

Footnotes 

 

Holt Collier – Mississippi Folk Hero 

 

The first time I heard the Name Holt Collier was not 

associated with the Northern Invasion but a 

Mississippi Forestry Meeting. Our speaker for the 

evening was the state biologist Black Bear expert. 

Holt was one of several mentioned as a famous Bear 

Hunter in Mississippi and that he had killed over 

3,000 in his lifetime. The next time I saw the name 

was on a sign hanging on an old store near Onward 

Mississippi. The story depicted the famous Teddy 

Roosevelt Bear Hunt of 1902 that took place a few 

miles away. The hunt guide for the President and his 

group of VIPs was none other than Holt Collier.  

Reading that story kindled my interest and prompted 

me to do some additional research on Holt. I soon 

discovered that he was also a sharpshooter in the 9
th

 

Texas Calvary and later, for awhile, a Texas Cowboy. 

Wow, all of a sudden there was a realization that this 

gentleman was a true Mississippi folk hero.  When 

the War of Northern Aggression began he was a 14 

year old slave on the plantation of Mr. Howell Hinds.  

Mr.  Howell freed Holt before he and his 17 year old 

son departed for the war and directed him to stay on 

the plantation.  Holt did not like the idea of staying 

while his friend Tom was off fighting so he stowed 

away on a riverboat and rejoined them a few days  



                                                                                                                          

 

 

later. It was not long before young Holt found 

himself swept up in the bloody battle of Shiloh where 

he is said to have witnessed the death of General 

Albert Sydney Johnston. Not long after Shiloh, Holt  

official joined the Texas Calvary where he served the 

remainder of the war.  

 

 
 

 
Greenville Visitor center 

 

During the hard years of the so called reconstruction, 

Holt soon found himself at odds with the local 

military government. He was accused of killing 

Captain James King and was placed before a Military 

tribunal.  Acquitted by the tribunal he decided it best 

to heed the advice of several friends and left for 

Texas. Once in Texas he sought out his old 

commander of the 9
th

 General Lawrence Sullivan 

Ross for a job as a cowboy. The story goes that he 

was not received well by some of the local hands and  

the foreman offered him a job if he could ride a 

horse. The Horse he was given to ride was 

notoriously mean and known around the region as   

 

one that had never been ridden. Holt being an 

excellent Horseman soon made a believer out of the 

horse and the local ranch hands.  He returned home to  

Mississippi to attend the funeral of his old Master, 

Mr. Hinds and never went back to Texas. His fame as 

a tracker and hunter was regionally well known and 

he was selected to lead President Roosevelt on a 

Mississippi Bear Hunt.  Holt guaranteed the President 

that he would get a bear if he had to lasso one for 

him. As fate would have it some of Holts prized dogs 

brought to bay a large bear the next day. Holt 

sounded the horn for the rest of the party to come up 

but they did not respond. The bear got a hold on of 

his dog and Holt sprang into action striking the Bear 

with his rifle. With his weapon bent and of no use he 

placed a rope around the neck of the bear and tied her 

to a tree. The president and his party soon arrived and 

Mr Roosevelt was amazed at what he saw.  Being a 

real sportsman, and not just a well to do out to kill 

something, the president would not shoot a captured 

animal. He and Holt became friends and a few years 

later went on another hunt together in Louisiana.   

 

 
Live Oak Cemetery Greenville Mississippi 

 
Holt Collier Marker - Live Oak Cemetery 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

Live Oak Cemetery 

Cartoonist Clifford Berryman captured his version of 

the event calling it “Drawing the line in Mississippi” 

Brooklyn toy makers used the cartoon to fashion a 

new toy and gave birth to the teddy bear.  Holt passed 

away August 1, 1936 and is buried at Live Oak 

Cemetery Greenville Mississippi.  

 

 

 

Holt Collier: Biography can be ordered at any 

major bookstore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ORDERING INFORMATION for Holt and the 

Teddy Bear and Holt and the cowboys  

Published by Pelican Publishing Company, of 

Gretna, Louisiana, both books are hardbound 40 

pages long, and contain ten beautiful color 

illustrations by Florence Davis, of Nashville, 

Tennessee. First editions of each book are still 

available. Autographed copies are available from the 

author. Each book is $12.95 [plus 7% sales tax ($.91 

per book), for Mississippi residents], plus $1.50 

shipping and handling per book. For information, 

contact Jim McCafferty, Box 5092, Jackson, 

Mississippi 39296, or at jtm@netdoor.com. 

Some of the area he often hunted southeast of 

Greenville, about 30 miles, is the Holt Collier 

National Wildlife Refuge. It was the first wildlife 

refuge in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be 

named in honor of an African-American.  

 

 

 

 

Citizens to Save Our Parks 

 

Mail your contributions and support to: 

Citizens to Save Our Parks 
P.O. Box 241875 

Memphis, TN 38124 

Citizens To Save Our Parks is a 501(3)(c) non-
profit organization. 

 

 
 

Camp 868 sent a donation to the Citizens to Save Our 

Parks. We encourage all members to also help 

support this effort.  

 

 



                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

Commanders Corner Marty Hubbard 

 

I am feeling real good about our new meeting place 

and think it is going to facilitate our growing camp! I 

want to strongly engorge everyone to attend our 

confederate memorial day April 29
th

 on the Court 

House Square. Also keep up the great work recruiting 

– let’s bust 100 this year. Have a safe and happy 

Easter Holiday! 

 

Bill Latham LTC (R) Camp 868 

 

Tippah Tigers regular monthly meeting will be April 

4, 2013 at the Ripley Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 

Building 

655A East Walnut Street 

Ripley, MS 386631677 

http://scvcamp868.webstarts.com/ 

Upcoming events: 

Youth Day at Brices Cross Roads April 6, 2013. 

10:00 to 14:00 starting at the Museum and ending on 

the battle field. Everyone is invited!  

April 29, 2013 Confederate Memorial Day 

Activities start at 1630 on the square. 

 


